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Investigators learned that the defendant had given birth to the

boy at home and had kept his existence a secret, leaving him

alone in the house every day with bottles of milk to drink and

multiple diapers wrapped around him.  Child development

experts who examined the boy said that as a result of his life-long

isolation, he had severe developmental delays.  Only after

months in foster care did the child begin to eat solid foods,

speak, and exhibit increased development.  The only charge pos-

sible upon arrest was Endangering the Welfare of a Child.

- People v. Piccininni, Queens County

When child abuse leads to death or serious injury, investigators

often find that these tragic endings were preceded and foreshad-

owed by a pattern of cruel acts which did not cause lasting injury.

For example, seven-year-old Nixzmary Brown suffered a multitude

of abuses before she died at the hands of her mother and stepfather

in January 2006, including being tied with bungee cords and duct

tape, being forced to eat cat food, urinate in a litter box, sleep stand-

ing up, and being doused with cold water. Not one of these acts on

its own would have sustained a felony-level charge of assault, but

the viciousness and sadism with which they were carried out distin-

guish them from acts of misdemeanor-level endangering.

A child living in New York should not have to wait for help until

he or she suffers permanent injury or death. A felony endangering

statute would provide law enforcement with a valuable tool to pro-

tect children at the onset of abuse, rather than at the tragic end.

Summary
The Law Enforcement Council recommends adding an

Aggravated Endangering the Welfare of a Child statute in order to

address circumstances in which a child's welfare is seriously threat-

ened by a person entrusted with that child's care. Current law does

not adequately hold parents and other caretakers accountable

when they repeatedly abuse their charges or place children in

grave danger of permanent injury or death. New York needs

enhanced sanctions so that law enforcement can effectively inter-

vene on behalf of our most helpless citizens -- our children --

before they fall victim to more serious crimes. 
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Scientists have linked victims of child abuse with cognitive
problems such as learning disabilities, poor impulse control,
lower academic achievement, depression, and inferior brain
development. In addition, victims are more likely than chil-
dren who were not abused to engage in criminality through-
out their lifetime.5




